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fortress and made a complete and an effective blockade.
Chanda Sahib sought the aid of his brother Zainu VAbdin
Khan whom he had appointed to administer the districts of
Dindigul, Madura and Tinnevelly. The latter marched
with a large force to the rescue of his brother, but the Ma- ,
rathas prevented him from joining Chanda Sahib and com-
ing within supporting distance of his army. They gave him
a battle in the neighbourhood of Koduttalam, eight miles
from Trichinopoly and killed him. Chanda Sahib resisted
the Marathas with courage and resolution for three months
but was at last constrained to surrender on the 26th of
March, i74i.2 The city was ruthlessly plundered by
RaghujI and his followers and Chanda Sahib was carried
a prisoner to Satara. Murari Rao Ghorepade, one of the
generals of the Maratha army was left as Governor of
Trichinopoly with a garrison of 14,000 troops.
During the siege-operations of Trichinopoly, Raghujf
Bhonsla wrote to Monsieur Dumas, Governor of Pondi-
chery to pay him the sum of sixty lakhs of rupees as
arrears of tribute and to surrender him the family of
Chanda Sahib with their treasures* He also sent an envoy
to the French Governor to inform him of his intention,, if
the latter did not comply with his demands. The Maratha
envoy was received with great politeness, characteristic
of the French people, and shown round the fortifications,
the guns on the ramparts and the supplies they had stored
up,8 Monsieur Dumas then told him plainly that all the
French in India would much rather die than deliver the
family of Chanda Sahib to the Marathas.  As for the
tribute, he said that the French nation had never con-
sented to pay any tribute to the Marathas, He sent back
the   following   message   to   RaghujI:   "Our   country,
France, produces neither gold nor silver ; that which we
bring with us to buy merchandise comes to us from foreign
1 Tuzuk-i-Walajaht.
2 Orme, Military transactions, vol. I, p. 44.
8 Malleson, op. cit>, p. 92.